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Carbon Monoxide Toxicity
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e CO is colourless, odourless, nonirritant toxic gas
¢ CO toxicity due to
O Cellular hypoxia
O Direct cellular injury
e Cellular hypoxia
O CO competes with O2 for binding to Hb
O Affinity of Hb for CO x 200-250> affinity for O2
O 02-Hb dissociation curve shift to the left
O Impaired tissue release of O2 and cellular hypoxia
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Coma
Any period of unconsciousness
Any abnormal score on the Carbon Monoxide
Neurosychological Screening Battery
Caroxy hemoglobin level > f-7.
Pregnancy and carboxyhemoglobin level > \a7.
Signs of cardiac ischemia or arrhythmia
History of ischemic heart disease and carboxyhemoglobin level > Y- 7.
Recurrent symptoms for up to ¥ wk

Symptoms that do not resolve with normobaric oxygen after -6 hr
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Direct contamination by CO from gasoline engine exhausts
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Contamination produced by the breakdown of unsuitable lubricants
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The intake of polluted atmospheric air to fill air cylinders
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Breathing Gas Contamination
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